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Introduction: 

Liberal Democracy Institute of Egypt (LDI) has conducted a nationwide 

survey, on November 15
th
 to December 16

th
, 2016, on a random sample of five 

thousand citizens from all over Egypt, to scientifically measure Egyptians’ stance 

towards the calls of political reconciliation with the Muslim Brotherhood (MB). 

 The initiative by LDI to conduct this survey came in response to calls by 

MB leaders, including Ibrahim Mounir, the Deputy to MB Supreme Guide, in 

November, to reconcile with the Egyptian regime. Mounir proposed reconciliation 

the next day Donald Trump was elected as President of the United States (US), in 

an attempt to find a safety net for the group, in case Trump lived up to his electoral 

promises to designate MB as a terrorist organization in the US.  

Muslim Brotherhood’s reconciliation with the Egyptian regime is meant to 

remove the ban imposed on the Muslim Brotherhood since the Egyptian 

government, and some Arab states including Saudi Arabia and United Arab 

Emirates, declared MB as a terrorist organization in December 2013. That would, 

consequently, allow MB leaders to go back to Egypt and for the group to practice 

its social and political activities, as they have used to before the fall of the Muslim 

Brotherhood regime in June 2013.  

President Elsisi, repeatedly, responded to the calls of reconciliation with MB 

by emphasizing that the decision is only in the hands of the Egyptian people, not 

the political leadership. Therefore, LDI decided to conduct this survey to educate 

policymakers in Egypt and beyond about the decision the majority of Egyptians 

adopt towards the Muslim Brotherhood.   
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Sample SurveyedSpecifications of  

This survey has been conducted for one month on a random sample of 

(5000) five thousand citizens above 25 years-old, from all over Egypt. One major 

government in each geographical sector was selected to include in the sample. In 

addition, LDI sent emails and online surveys to targeted community leaders in each 

geographical sector. The demographic specifications of the sample are:  

 Greater Cairo Sector (Cairo, Qalubia, and Giza): 48% 

 Northern Sector (Seaside and Delta: Daqahlia, Demmitta, Alfayoum, Kafr 

Elshiekh, Almonofiya, Alsharqiya, Port Said, Suez, Algharbia, and 

Alexandria): 28% 

 Southern Sector (Upper Egypt: Aswan, Asuit, Suhag, Almenya, and Beni 

Suif): 24% 

Surveyed sample from urban areas are represented by %63, while those from rural 

areas are represented by 37%.  

Regarding age groups, 68% of the surveyed sample falls between 26 to 35 years-

old, while 21% are between 36 to 50 years-old, and 11% are between 51 to 65 

years-old.  

In terms of gender distribution, 52% is females and 48% is males.  

The surveyed sample’s level of education is %63 with an undergraduate degree, 

21% with a graduate degree, 9% with a college degree, 4% with high school 

degree, and 3% are barely literate.  
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Survey Results 

First: What’s the political view you hold or prefer?  

 

The chart shows that 42% of the surveyed sample is liberals, 19% is 

communist, 12% belongs to or prefers religious parties, and 27% is neutral or non-

politicized.   

It is noteworthy that the Egyptian Constitution bans the establishment or 

operation of political parties with religious ideologies. Accordingly, the 

Administrative Court is currently looking into the legal status of the nine religious 

parties that were formed after 2011 revolution, and got officially registered under 

42.0% 

19.0% 

12.0% 

27.0% 

0% 

5% 

10% 

15% 

20% 

25% 

30% 

35% 

40% 

45% 

Liberal Communist Religious Party Non-politicized 

The Political Views of the Surveyed Sample 
 



 Liberal Democracy Institute of Egypt 

 5 

the rule of the Muslim Brotherhood in 2012-2013, including Al-Nour Party which 

is based on the Salafi ideology.  

 

Second: Whom did you vote for in the final round of Presidential 

Elections in mid-2012? 

 

The results show that 37% of the surveyed sample voted for Mohamed 

Morsi, the candidate of the Muslim Brotherhood, then. Meanwhile, 36% voted for 

Ahmed Shafik, who lost the elections mainly because of his history as a Minister in 

the ousted regime of Mubarak. The percentage of those who chose to boycott 

elections or null their votes (27%) is quite high and comes in conformity with the 

status of many young Egyptians who did not see hope in neither of the two 

candidates.  
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Third: Did you participate in or supported the political activities 

that led to overthrowing Mohamed Morsi in June 30, 2013? 

 

The majority of the surveyed sample (85%) indicated that they participated 

in or supported the political activities, mainly street protests that led to the fall of 

the Muslim Brotherhood regime in June 2013. Ironically, 77% of whom, called it a 

popular impeachment similar to what happened with Mubarak in 2011, while 14% 

described it as a coup.  
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Fourth: How do you, personally, describe the Muslim Brotherhood? 

 

The answer to this survey question proved that the majority of Egyptians 

(85%) views the Muslim Brotherhood as a terrorist organization, while 8% 

describes MB as a religious group, 6% considers it a charity organization, and only 

1% calls it a political party.  

This result, blatantly, reflects the decisive stance the majority of Egyptians 

adopt towards the organization. That’s, particularly, justified by citizens witnessing 

the unprecedented vengeful reaction represented in violent crimes committed by 

the Muslim Brotherhood in the aftermath of their regime fall, in 2013. LDI, alone, 

has documented more than three thousand violent crimes committed by the Muslim 

Brotherhood against women, Coptic Christians, and police individuals and 

facilities, from July 2013 to July 2015.  
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Fifth: What’s your stance regarding political reconciliation with the 

Muslim Brotherhood?  

 

The chart shows that 88% of Egyptians is against regime reconciliation with 

the Muslim Brotherhood. Only 6% of Egyptians supports reconciliation with the 

Muslim Brotherhood.  

Conclusion: 

The results of the survey reflects the strong stance the majority of Egyptians 

adopt against reconciliation with the Muslim Brotherhood, neither on political nor 

on social levels. It is still too early for the citizens who witnessed the violence 

practiced by the Muslim Brotherhood, including the recent bombing of the Central 

Cathedral in Abbasya during a Sunday morning prayer, to consider reconciliation 

with the MB group. Nevertheless, the rising fear from the consequences of 
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worldwide acts of terrorism and the prospected political changes after the election 

of Trump in the US and the rise of right wing politicians in Europe makes 

Egyptians suspicious about the intentions of the Muslim Brotherhood from 

proposing reconciliation. We hope decision-makers in Egypt and the international 

community find this report useful in their future debates on the Middle East’s 

never-ending turbulences.  

 

 


